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Letters to the editor i 
Beef As a Food 
Dear Editor: 
As I read the article " A MCC Cookbook—A Response to 
Crisis" in the January 25 issue of " E . V." my first thought was, 
" A boycott on beef in a cookbook by Christian people!" I share 
with you an article from a recent issue of The Ohio Farmer titled 
"An Education." "Congressman, Jerry Litton, Missouri had an 
important guest in his home farming community this summer. 
She was Mrs. Elinor Guggenheimer, Commissioner of Consumer 
Affairs for New York City. In this period of great concern for 
consumer protection, she has a staff of 450 persons working . . . 
Mrs. Guggenheimer had never seen a hog or a feedlot. She told 
the press in New York City that she had felt like she was going to 
a foreign country, with this visit. Upon her return to New York 
City, she said that had she known a year ago what she'learned on 
her visit to Missouii farms, she would not have supported the 
boycotts . . . " 
My next thought is best expressed in a Farm Journal article 
" M o r e Food for a Hungry World . . . or Less?" I quote again: 
"Wi th lives at stake, decisions had better be based on fact. These 
are the headlines in a ' thought-leader' ad recently appearing in 
the National Observer and the Wall Street Journal. . . There are 
hundreds of millions of people in the world whose food intake is 
near starvation level. These people must have food. They will not 
get it if we produce less beef in this country, as some suggest. The 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization says beef is a 
source of high-quality, assured-quantity protein that helps 
provide adequate nutrition. This is as true for industrialized 
nations as it is for developing nations. It is unfortunate that many 
people are being misled, because of faulty information, into 
believing less meat will mean more of something else. 
"It is a fact that. . . Beef has every amino acid the body needs 
. . . the amount and quality of protein no single vegetable, grain 
or fruit can provide. 
"It is a fact that... it takes about 3 lbs. of grain to produce 1 
lb. of beef, not 8 or more, as has been reported. 
"It is a fact that... 75 percent of all feed consumed by cattle is 
grass, forage and by-products which are inedible by humans. 
"It is a fact that . . . most cattle are raised on land that cannot 
grow food for humans — nearly 900 million acres in the U.S. 
alone. 
"It is a fact that . . . only ruminants (animals with four 
stomachs) like cattle can produce high quality protein for 
humans from this otherwise unusable resource. What we need in 
this world is more food, not less. That means more beef and other 
animal proteins as well as more grain, vegetables and other 
foods. The beef industry accepts its share of this challenge to 
increase food production through increasing efficiency and use of 
available resources." 
The answer to food crisis or near starvation is not in our diet, 
but transportation and distribution of food to the people that 
need it. I do not believe in killing little pigs, calves and letting 




Clyde L. Hershey 
From the Editor 
I do not know how other editors edit their magazine. 
But I have a schedule which places the preparation of this 
brief column between laying out the paper and the writing 
of the editorial. 
So, having completed the putting together of the paper, 
I reflect upon it and write this rambling column. 
This issue, one could say, has something for everyone — 
a fascinating account of an evangelist's conversion and 
ministry, a report on the World Hunger Fund, urban 
ministries and overseas seminary training, an extension 
Sunday school to the older and confined, a look at the 
to page three 
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Editorial GUEST 
Rev i va l a n d R e v o l u t i o n in Chr is t ian M u s i c 
A F T E R C E N T U R I E S of trying to define appropriate 
music for worship and witness, the lid is off. A new search 
for diversity is clearing away the cobwebs from neglected 
hymnals and unused instruments and opening the windows 
on untried ideas. It began with the "folk mass ," when de-
nominations broke long-standing tradition to pour the new 
wine of popular music into the thinly-stretched wineskins 
of a fixed liturgy. It spread quickly to other churches in the 
form of the message music of the sixties, challenging 
established tastes and opening new lines of evangelistic 
communicat ion. What emerged was a healthy involve-
ment of the congregation and a solid link to the youth sub-
culture. 
The use of popular music is not new in itself: St. Francis 
of Assisi gathered laymen to sing informally. Luther was 
accused of borrowing tavern melodies for his hymns. 
American camp meetings lifted secular tunes for texts by 
Wesley or Wat ts . It is no real change to find young Chris-
tians f rom the rock culture singing of sweet salvation with 
an acid rock sound. 
Bridging the Generations' Media Gap 
The difference today is in technology. Local churches 
are quickly in touch with national fads and thoroughly 
affected by them at every level. It starts with teens be-
cause of their sensitivity to the cultural aspects of the 
media and spreads downward to the bubble gum market 
and upward to their parents. 
There are still, of course, some holdouts against this 
experiment in diversity. A group of the musical right has 
pledged its loyalty to the gospel music of the turn of the 
century. A group on the left wants concert hall presenta-
tions only. The former think the devil invented guitars and 
rhythm; the others think he invented the electronic organ. 
Their fears about climbing on the experimental band-
wagon are not without foundation. The current search for 
the new has thrown away too many healthy musical babies 
— without even getting bathwater in the bargain. And 
even in the rush for the novel, monotony has a way of 
creeping in. Churches get locked into a style or become the 
product of a single individual's influence. 
Yet those who resist popular trends are forgetting that 
revival has historically been associated with the music of 
the masses, which today is pop music. While some evan-
gelicals show signs of embarrassment at their gospel songs, 
musicologists publish fancy library editions of Sankey 
hymns. The Presbyterian General Assembly sings little 
ditties by Avery and Marsh that sound exactly like the 
'choruses ' sung in fundamenta l " junior churches" thirty 
years ago. The influential Catholic publishing house, 
World Library of Sacred Music, is promoting material 
that looks like Singspirat ion's collections. While evangeli-
cals struggle for dignity, they pass highbrows heading in 
the other direction. 
All these changes have to do with methods. Where are 
they taking us? The Bible gives certain clear guidelines for 
the ministry of music: it must speak to individuals; it in-
cludes joy; it employs a wide variety of voices, instru-
ments, and dance; it includes the past as well as the present 
experience and it makes the congregation both participant 
and recipient. 
The new experiments need to be evaluated against those 
standards, as well as the ultimate question — whether the 
music helps people see Jesus. 
For the innovative pastor or musician, other questions 
require an answer: What is the new replacing? We should 
be consciously retaining that which is worthy from the 
past. Many theologically conservative churches have not 
explored the vast ministry possibilities in liturgical and 
concert music. This may be the time to discover the com-
pelling timelessness of music by Stravinsky, Bach or 
Josquin along with the timeliness of Ralph Carmichael or 
Otis Skillings. 
Priming the Pump for Tomorrow's Ideas 
Looking to the future, evangelicals should anticipate 
even more diversity with more new fads (probably related 
to technology, like the pre-recorded instrumental trax). 
Co-existing with the innovative will be an intensified 
search for our former heritage — with greater use of 
liturgical and classical music in evangelical churches. Ex-
pect greater use of recordings for evangelism, perhaps 
paralleling the Christian paperback bookracks in super-
markets and depar tment stores. That may come by break-
ing into the 45 rpm market . 
The approach of the bicentennial threatens to intensify 
the old problem of patriotism getting increasingly mixed 
with Christianity. There is a legitimate heritage of Chris-
tian music from all of America 's history, but there is also a 
watered-down, God-and-country kind of music that really 
doesn't serve either. 
Most encouraging, I see a growing segment of Chris-
tian people overcoming the temptat ion to believe that their 
tastes or their music is the only kind that God appreciates. 
—Richard Stanislaw 
Reprinted by permission from Evangelical Newsletter. Copyright 1975. 
FROM THE EDITOR 
from page two 
spiritual experiences of children, church news, and a call to 
examine our Christian commitment and our values. 
Perhaps we could change the position of the verb and 
instead of saying, "There is something for everyone" we 
could say that the content "is for everyone." For if in our 
reading we turn only to what interests us, we will miss the 
full-orbed content of Christian truth and the balanced 
emphasis upon the Christian life. 
Let me call your special attention to the article on pages 
twelve and thirteen which deals with the spiritual decisions 
of children. I, with the page editor, would welcome your 
responses. 
Somewhere in the course of copy preparation a line was 
omitted f rom the first letter in "Let ters to the edi tor" in 
the December 10 issue. The sentence which begins on line 8 
should have read: " L e t ' s consider the savings of a smaller 
and more economical one [car] over the big one. If we 
could average 4 m.p.g. more with the smaller auto, then in 
10,000 miles we will have saved 181 gallons of gasoline." 
We regret the error. Let this correction remind us all of 
the logic of the statement. 
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Th i s e x c l u s i v e i n t e r v i e w w i t h H a r o l d W a l k e r by t h e e d i t o r of Emphasis, t h e 
o f f i c ia l p e r i o d i c a l o f t h e M i s s i o n a r y C h u r c h , w i l l have spec ia l i n te res t t o t h e 
r e a d e r s of t h e Visitor. T h i s in te res t is n o t on l y b a s e d u p o n t he a c c o u n t 
w h i c h has a f a s c i n a t i o n al l i ts o w n , b u t is h e i g h t e n e d b e c a u s e of r e f e r e n c e 
t o t he m i n i s t r y of a m i s s i o n w h i c h t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t o p e r a t e d fo r m a n y 
y e a r s in d o w n t o w n De t ro i t . Evange l i s t W a l k e r is a m e m b e r of t h e 
M i s s i o n a r y C h u r c h w i t h m e m b e r s h i p in t h e A u b u r n , I nd iana , c o n g r e g a t i o n . 
since been reliably reported tha t some 
forty persons converted during this 
crusade entered the full-time min-
istry. 
How many crusades do you have in a 
year? 
On the average, twenty or so. They 
vary in length. 
EVANGEL IST f r om S K P p O V V t o 
Everek R. Storms 
S T O R M S — Mr. Walker, what 
place do you call home? 
W A L K E R — Auburn , Indiana. I 
am there about seven or eight weeks a 
year. 
Where did you grow up? 
I was born in Detroit and lived there 
until my late teens. 
Tell us about your conversion. 
I was converted at sixteen in a 
r e s c u e m i s s i o n o p e r a t e d by t h e 
Brethren in Chris t in the skid row 
district of Detroit . I was in trouble 
with the law at the time and was 
walking past the mission when I heard 
the singing and went in. There were 
only nine people there, but I was in the 
service ju s t five minu tes when I 
became burdened over my sins, and 
without waiting for an invitation went 
to the al tar . The pastor never did get 
to preaching. 
Is it true that once you almost 
committed suicide? 
I was c o n t e m p l a t i n g d rowning 
mysel f . I wa lked to the end of 
Woodward Avenue intending to j u m p 
into the Detroit River, but I chickened 
out. I returned into the city feeling 
depressed, when I heard the singing 
f rom God ' s Love Mission. The singing 
and the name of the mission at tracted 
my at tention and I went in. 
How long were you converted before 
you won your first convert? 
The night the Lord saved me, He 
called me into the ministry. The next 
day I started out hitchhiking, not 
knowing (like A b r a h a m ) where I was 
going. Three days later I reached 
Deadwood, South Dako ta , and felt the 
t ime had come to s tar t working for the 
Lord . I started preaching on a street 
corner and by t ime the "service" was 
over four men had found the Lord. 
How-old were you when you started 
preaching? 
I wasn ' t quite seventeen. I had only 
Reprinted from Emphasis. Used by permission. 
a grade eight education. The Lord 
used me, not because of what I was, 
but in spite of myself. I spent a good 
two months in the Black Hills of 
S o u t h D a k o t a riding horseback , 
preaching and witnessing in ranch 
houses, often sleeping on a park bench 
in town or in a sheep wagon on the 
range. The Grea t Depression was on 
and during my first year as a boy 
preacher I received a total of $10. 
Where was your first crusade? 
It was in an old one-room school-
house at Alzeda, Montana . I preached 
seven nights a week for three weeks 
and many were converted. Alzeda had 
a population of only 35, and the 
schoolhouse held only some 75, but 
every night it was packed out with 
over 100. 
Tell us about your longest crusade. 
About six years af ter my conver-
sion I held a campaign in an old aban-
doned church, that lasted 18 weeks. 
The Lord blessed our efforts and 
literally hundreds were saved. 
What do you consider your greatest 
crusade? 
The nearest to the type of revival 
they had in Finney's day was a united 
crusade in First Mennoni te Church, 
Berne, Indiana, the world's largest 
Mennoni te church, seating some 2,-
500. The two-week campaign saw the 
church filled to capacity t ime after 
t ime , somet imes an hour be fo re 
church time. 
Conviction settled over the entire 
c o m m u n i t y af fec t ing schools , fac-
tories, and stores. People were con-
verted in their homes. Resti tutions 
were common. High school teachers 
reported students were holding prayer 
meetings during the noon hour, and 
confess ing to chea t ing on exami-
nations. 
A Fort Wayne newspaper carried 
the headline, "King Basketball De-
throned," because the crowds at the 
basketball games were so small due to 
everyone going to the revival. It has 
How many campaigns have you been 
involved in altogether? 
I have no idea. I know though that I 
have traveled over two and a half mil-
lion miles holding crusades for the 
Lord. 
Where all have you held meetings? 
In every state except the two newest, 
Hawaii and Alaska, and in Canada , 
Mexico, the West Indies, Great Bri-
tain, and several countries in Europe. 
What made you decide to be an evan-
gelist in the first place? Why not a pas-
tor? 
The Lord called me to preach. I fol-
lowed His leading day by day and 
that ' s how He led me. 
Why have you never married? 
It just hasn't been the Lord 's will for 
me. 
Do you do your own housework 
when at home? 
Until nine years ago, when she died, 
my mother lived in our home and did 
the cooking and the housekeeping. 
Since then I've shared an apar tment 
with a young Christ ian couple. I have 
never lived alone. 
What is your favorite passage of 
Scripture? 
The one that has meant the most to 
me is Psalm 37:5, " C o m m i t thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and 
He shall bring it to pass ." It has 
taught me that I can leave the future 
to the Lord and He will work out 
whatever is best for me. 
To what do you attribute whatever 
success you have had? 
To the fact that I have let the Lord 
have all there is of me and have tried 
to always let Him have His way with 
me. 
What do you consider the greatest 
need of the Church today? 
A revival of practical godliness. 
Is the life of an evangelist becoming 
easier or harder? 
I t never has been easy. I t ' s a 
wonderful life though. I agree with 
Billy Graham, however, that it 's often 
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VIOLENCE COMPOUNDED 
No Place to Stop Killing: Nor-
man A. Wingert. Moody Press, 
126 pp. Paper $1.95. 
If we need to be reminded that violence 
fosters violence this book does it. As the 
title suggests there is no stopping point 
when violence is the response to violence. 
But that is only part of the story. The 
au thor shares the Chris t ian church 's 
suffering ministry, and testimony in this 
cauldron of tribal violence. Christians did 
not escape. Indeed some Christian pastors 
and leaders died because they refused to 
leave their people. The accounts of a min-
istry of love in the midst of this hatred is a 
credit to the Christ ian'concern and love. 
One of the striking characteristics of the 
account is the story of the triumphant 
death of Christians caught in the mael-
strom of violence. 
The writer does in this book what he is a 
master at doing — the human interest ele-
ment within the larger setting. This is a 
first-hand account. It carries credibility. 
He prefaces the account with the history of 
this "Switzerland of Africa." We are in 
this way helped in understanding the cur-
rent ferment and the violence of the early 
60's and 70's which has its roots in cen-
turies of inter-tribal tensions. 
This book is the result of a brief return 
to Burundi by N o r m a n and Eunice 
Wingert in 1972. From 1962-1964 they had 
been in Burundi ministering to refugees 
from an earlier tribal conflict in Rwanda. 
Their return in 1972 was the expression of 
their desire to be with those whom they 
knew, now that a new eruption of violence 
had occurred in early 1972. 
The book is interestingly written. It 
combines history, sociology, and Christian 
faith with people who live and die and hope 
and suffer. 
I finished the book with three observa-
tions: 
The violence in Rwanda and Burundi 
was tribal in origin and execution. It was 
not primarily directed at Christians. But 
Christians were caught up in the vortex of 
the inter-tribal warfare. At times, under 
the pressure of uprising, tribal identity and 
loyalty took priority over Christ ian 
loyalties, there being Christians on both 
sides of the conflict. Whether it is Burundi 
or United Sta tes or C a n a d a , is not 
Christians killing Christians out of loyalty 
to tribe or nation a denial of the Christian 
faith and a mockery of the Christian 
church. I wonder if the western church 
either by teaching or by example has pre-
pared the young churches to make the 
biblical choice between tribe and faith 
when these two loyalties conflict. 
Another observation is the prophetic 
element in the title. When violence be-
comes the response to violence the only 
stopping point is exhaustion or annihila-
tion. Violence grows on violence. Jesus 
said it clearly: " . . . all who take the sword 
will perish by the sword." His response to 
violence was more redemptive. He chose 
the cross. 
The mood of the times call for the 
reading of this book. It reveals the raw 
sores of a world without God. It reflects as 
well the healing power of Christian love 
and the sustaining power of Christian 
hope. I encourage its purchase (and read-
ing) by each Brethren in Christ home. 
John E. Zercher 
(The book may be purchased at any of the 
Christian Light Bookstores). 
FROM SKID ROW 
from page four 
a lonely life. Generally an evangelist 
has few intimate friends. Unlike most 
pastors, an evangelist rarely has the 
opportunity to discuss his problems 
with other evangelists. 
You were once quite active in Youth 
for Christ, were you not? 
Yes; for years I was a member of 
Y F C ' s crusade staff and held meet-
ings in America, England, and on the 
continent for Youth for Christ . 
W hat is your opinion of young peo-
ple today? 
I believe there is a real hunger for 
the gospel among today 's youth. I find 
this wherever I go. 
Where are most Christians failing 
today? 
There is a lack of entering into the 
real meaning of the lordship of Christ. 
Many Christ ians have a watered-down 
Christ ianity. 
W hen do you plan to retire? 
After 42 years as an evangelist, I 
have no plans to retire. As long as the 
Lord gives me strength, 1 intend to 
continue preaching for Him. 
If you knew you could preach only 
one more sermon, what would it be? 
I would talk about Jesus — why He 
came, the life He lived, His death on 
the cross, and so on — in order that at 
least one more person would give his 
life to the Lord. 
March 10, 1975 
R E P O R T World Hunger Fund 
At last year 's General Conference, Brethren in Christ families were 
encouraged to place a W O R L D H U N G E R F U N D reminder on their 
dining room tables. That receptacle in our homes symbolizes the beginning 
of a profound change in life styles. Each time we look at it, our senses are 
being tantalized by the aromas from our bountiful tables. The World 
Hunger Fund jar by itself obviously cannot solve this overwhelming world 
food shortage di lemma, but it keeps reminding us that 
"where a man has been given much, much will be expected of 
him; and the more a man has had entrusted to him the more he 
will be required to repay" (Luke 12:48, New English Bible). 
By action of General Conference, the Board for Missions has made 
assignment of World Hunger Funds received to the end of 1974. These and 
subsequent 1975 World Hunger Funds are being distributed as follows: 
To Mennonite Central Commit tee (75%) 
from U S A homes $24,127.93 (to 12/31/74) 
from Canadian homes 10,081.00 (to 12/31/74) 
After careful study and consideration, the Board took the following 
action regarding distribution of the 25% of these funds: 
That these funds "... be designated for needs where Brethren in 
Christ missions are located, to be used either by our own 
personnel or other approved agencies." 
The specific assignment of these funds will be authorized by a 
"review committee" composed of the following persons: Wilmer 
Heisey, Earl Mitsser, Glen Pierce, Eber Dourte, Mark Hess, 
Ross Nigh. 
U S A $8,042.64 
Canada 3,360.34 
The apport ionment and assignment of World Hunger Funds will be 
reviewed annually by the Board for Missions. A report will be made to the 
1976 General Conference. 
During March , Earl Musser — on an administrative trip to India and 
Bangladesh — will be investigating the needs in that area relating to the 
funds so designated. Let us pray that wisdom will be granted to those 




Library Memorial in 
Honor of Meshach Kirkorian 
The American career of the Reverend 
Meshach P. Krikorian ended where it 
began as his friend of many years, the 
Reverend Amos D. M. Dick, preached his 
funeral sermon in the college church on the 
campus of Messiah College, Grantham, 
Pennsylvania. 
Meshach Paul Krikorian, born on April 
7, 1888, went to be with the Lord on 
December 8, 1974. During the closing 
months of his life he resided at Messiah 
Home. 
Meshach was reared by godly parents in 
the picturesque town of Hassanbeyli, 
Adana, nestled in the historic Cilician 
gateway of the Amanos range of the 
Taurus mountains, not far from Tarsus, 
the home city of Saint Paul. 
The story of his early life at the turn of 
the century, projected against the back-
ground of the bitter persecution of Arme-
nian Christians, is a narrative almost 
stranger than fiction. 
During those years around 25,000 were 
killed in his native province, including his 
parents and a sister. He escaped their fate 
by fleeing to Egypt where he worked as a 
machine apprentice and trolley car con-
ductor. 
The tale of how he came to America, 
and ultimately to Messiah College, is 
interesting indeed. When Miss Frances 
Willard, founder of the W C T U , was 
visiting Turkey in the first decade of this 
century, she became acquainted with 
R e b e c c a K r i k o r i a n (no r e l a t ion to 
Meshach) and invited her to come to the 
United States under her sponsorship. Miss 
Krikorian gladly accepted and came to this 
country around 1910. 
One day when she was reading her Bible 
while in the waiting roon of a city railroad 
station, the Reverend S. R. Smith, the first 
president of Messiah College (then called 
Messiah Bible School) happened by. In-
trigued, Mr. Smith spoke to her and 
learned who she was. 
In the course of their conversation he 
told Miss Kr ikor ian about Messiah 
College. He must have made a positive 
impression. When Meshach and several 
other Armenians later arrived in America 
as a direct result of her efforts, they found 
their way to the campus. 
Meshach Kr ikor ian completed his 
studies at Messiah in 1915, and was or-
dained to the Christian ministry at the 
General Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in 1918. 
After finishing his theological studies, he 
traveled far and wide for more than a 
decade in various parts of the nation in 
behalf of his Armenian countrymen — a 
million refugees and over 130,000 orphans. 
The next significant block of Meshach 
Krikorian's life was given to a twelve-year, 
tri-lingual pastorate among the Armenians 
of Philadelphia. 
Not confined to the ministry of the 
spoken word, he authored four books. His 
first book, The Spirit of the Shepherd, is 
based on the 23rd Psalm. His other books 
were: The Adjective of Antioch, The 
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ, and The Hand 
of God. 
Meshach Krikorian was a lover and 
writer of books, spending many hours of 
his life in libraries. Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, 
president of Messiah College, has an-
nounced that a library memorial project 
named in his honor will be included in the 
Learning Resources Center to be built on 
the Grantham campus. Approximately 
$35,000 has already been designated 
toward the project. 
Choral Society 
Spring Schedule 
Dr. Ronald Miller, Director 
March 8—Seibert Evangelical Congrega-
tional, Allentown, Pa. 
March 9—Royersford Bible Fellowship/ 
Souderton BIC 
March 10—Pinebrook Junior College 
March 11—BIC Fellowship Chapel, the 
Bronx 
March 12—Kings College/Manasquan, N. 
J., Baptist 
March 13—Piankatank Parish, Hartford, 
Va. 
March 14—Baltimore BIC 
March 15—Manor BIC 
March 16—Skyline View BIC/Grantham, 
BIC 
April 6—Messiah Lutheran, Harrisburg, 
Pa./Trinity Lutheran, Camp Hill, Pa. 
Ronald J. Sider 
Awarded Fellowship 
D r . R o n a l d J . S i d e r , A s s o c i a t e 
Professor of History and Religion at 
M e s s i a h Col lege , and Dean of the 
Philadelphia campus, was recently chosen 
by the Board of Directors of the Institute 
for Advanced Christian Studies in Chicago 
to receive a one-year fellowship for con-
centrated study and writing on "His-
torical Methodology and Jesus' Resur-
rection." 
Sider will be undertaking a fresh ex-
amination of historical methods as they 
relate to the central question of the resur-
rection. He is particularly interested in the 
relationship between faith and historical 
knowledge. His studies, which will be done 
during all of 1976, will be pointed toward 
the publication of a book of some 200 
pages. 
According to present plans, Sider will be 
spending a major part of the year at 
Harvard University where he will have 
access to the extensive library resources 
a long with regu la r i n t e r ac t ion with 
scholars who have worked on these issues. 
He will spend at least a month in Europe 
for further reading and contacts with 
scholars. 
Dr. Sider completed his undergraduate 
at Waterloo Lutheran University where he 
received his honors B.A. in history in 1962. 
Awarded several scholarships for study at 
Yale, he earned his M.A. in 1963, the B.D. 
in 1967, and the Ph.D. in 1969. The title of 
his dissertat ion was " T h e Life and 
Thought of Andreas Bodenstein von 
Karlstadt Through 1524." 
Sider is the author of two book's and 
numerous articles. 
In April Sider will be giving the Work-
man Lectures at the Ashland Seminary in 
Ohio, and the Huston Memorial Peace 
Lecture at the Bethany Theological Semi-
nary in Illinois. 
The Institute for Advanced Christian 
Studies was founded by Dr. Carl F. H. 
Henry, a scholar of international stature 
who served as the founder and first editor 
of Christianity Today. The institute usual-
ly grants a fellowship for study and writ-
ing to only one of many applicants each 
year. 
Sider is a licensed minister in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. He is married 
to Arbutus Lichti of New Hamburg, On-
tario, Canada. Both were born in Canada. 




The W M P C of the Five Forks congrega-
tion sponsored a missionary program on 
S u n d a y evening, Feb . 9. T h e guest 
speakers were Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Poe, 
missionaries to Africa. The pastor is Rev. 
James Esh. 
Atlantic 
The Manheim congregation had a 
Mortgage Burning Ceremony on Sunday 
morning, Jan. 10. In the accompanying 
photo are shown (left to right): Isaac S. 
K a n o d e , pas to r ; M a l c o l m S c h a f f e r , 
Thomas Stoppard, and Marvin Hollinger, 
trustees. On Sunday evening, Feb. 9, the 
congregation heard Rev. Earl Musser, 
Director of Missions and Church Exten-
to page fifteen 
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Religious News 
Ku Klux Klan Enters 
The Textbook Controversy 
The Ku Klux Klan has become a new 
element in the West Virginia textbook 
controversy. 
At a recent rally at Charleston, W. Va., 
Imperial Wizard James Venable of Ohio 
urged a crowd to reject books that , he said, 
have helped "communize , socialize, and 
niggerize" the nation. 
Now the Klan has undertaken an in-
vestigation of the textbook dispute and has 
offered to provide legal aid for the Rev. 
Marvin Horan , a Baptist pastor who has 
been indicted on conspiracy charges in 
connection with the bombing of an ele-
mentary school here. 
Some defenders of the controversial 
English texts have charged that racism is a 
factor in the dispute, since the writings of 
black authors have been among those 
criticized by textbooks opponents. With 
the injection of the Klan into the dispute, 
these charges have been raised again. 
One group that is opposing both the con-
troversial texts and the Klan's involve-
ment in the controversy is the Business and 
Professional People's Alliance. Elmer 
Fike, head of that group, issued a state-
ment saying, " T h e Alliance repudiates the 
participation of the KKK in the current 
textbook controversy . . . The Alliance be-
lieves that historically America has been 
the melting pot of the world, a place where 
any and all groups can find a home and feel 
welcome." 
Dr. Harvey Cox: Healing Powers 
Have Been Left To Physicians 
An appeal to ministers to stop being 
"embarrassed about the healing power of 
religion" was made in Miami, Fla., by Dr. 
Harvey Cox. 
G i v i n g t h e m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a 
monopoly on healing is a major failing of 
organized Churches, the Harvard Uni-
versity professor told the annual Miami 
Clergy Institute. 
The author of such popular books as 
The Secular City also criticized institu-
tional religion for abandoning "emot ion" 
worship, which, he said, had been left to 
Jesus People, neo-Oriental cults and the 
Pentecostals. 
Even physicians are studying spiritual 
h e a l i n g , D r . C o x sa id , a d d i n g t h a t 
churches should restore emphasis on heal-
ing ministries. 
He suggested that the clergy could learn 
about love and emotions from young peo-
ple who have rejected middle-class, un-
emotional congregations. 
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NAE Group Told Drastic Cuts 
In Energy Use Are Required 
Leaders of the National Association of 
Evangelicals (NAE) have been told that 
drastic cuts in energy consumption is 
essential to avoid acute shortages in the 
near future. 
Energy consumption in the U.S. has 
doubled in the last 17 years and the future 
rate may increase even more N A E leaders 
were told at the organization's annual 
Washington Leadership Briefing. 
Betsy Ancker-Johnson, Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Science and Tech-
nology, said current projections show that 
by the year 2000, Americans will need 100 
million barrels of oil a day, compared with 
33 million barrel rate of 1970. 
Sen. M a r k O. Hatf ie ld (R. -Ore . ) , 
speaking at an N A E banquet, said "social 
action is not just to develop a social action 
program and ask God to baptize or bless 
i t ." 
" I think the best basis for evangelism 
begins, first of all, "he said, "with sensi-
tivity to God's love for us and then our 
becoming the open vessel through which 
that love can manifest itself in other 
people's lives." 
Rep. John B. Anderson (R.-Ill.) told 
N A E delegates that "during my 15 years 
in the Congress one of the things that has 
encouraged me the most has been what I 
believe is the growing influence of evan-
gelical churchmen and laymen, working 
through organizations like the N A E , to 
have more of an impact on public affairs." 
History's First African 
Missionaries in England 
Newspapers headlined, "Missionaries in 
Darkest Britain" when the first team of 
African missionaries in history conducted 
recent evangelistic meetings in England 
and Nor th Ireland. 
Bishops Festo Kivengere and Eustace 
Ruhindi with Zebulon Kabaza of Uganda 
preached to overflow crowds with "good 
response," according to African Enter-
prise, an interdenominational Christian 
Agency located in Pasadena, Calif. 
"Big Bang" Theory Is 
Seen As "Act of Faith" 
There is no more evidence to support the 
"big bang" theory of creation of the 
universe than there is evidence to support 
any one of numerous other theories, a Los 
Angeles physicist declared. 
Allen D. Allen, president of Agorithims, 
Inc., a Northridge physics research com-
pany, said astronomers who believe in the 
"big bang" theory have to do so as an act 
of faith; the same as required in any 
religion view of creation. 
The "big bang" theory has become 
popular in recent years among astrono-
mers and the scientifically inclined. It 
holds that the universe began as a gigantic 
fireball. Every particle of matter in the 
universe was compressed into a single 
point in space. The theory claims this 
concentration of matter exploded for un-
explained reasons and all the material went 
flying off into space, according to a story 
by George Getze in the Los Angeles Times. 
900,000 Legal Abortions Performed 
In Year, Planned Parenthood Says 
About 900,000 legal abortions were 
performed in the U.S. during 1974, largely 
in abortion clinics and private hospitals, 
and abortion services were available in a 
relatively small number of states, accord-
ing to a survey released here by Planned 
Parenthood's Alan Gut tmacher Institute. 
Stressing that the figure of 900,000 legal 
abortions in 1974 was a projection based 
on e a r l i e r d a t e s a n d t r e n d s , D r . 
Christopher Tietze said that figure repre-
sented an increase of 150,000 abortions 
over the approximately 750,000 legal abor-
tions actually reported in 1973. 
Dr. Tietze also said the total number of 
legal abortions is increasing at a rate of be-
tween 20 and 25 percent each year. 
Lausanne Lives On As Continuing 
Committee Names Staff 
The 48-member Continuation Com-
mittee of the 1974 Lausanne Congress on 
World Evangelization named here an ex-
ecutive secretary, and a chairman as it 
continues deliberately to operate on a 
small budget and a low profile. 
Ghana-born Gottfried B. Osei-Mensah, 
40, pastor of the Nairobi Baptist Church in 
Kenya, is the committee 's executive secre-
tary, while Bishop A. Jack Dain of 
Sydney, who served as executive chair-
man of the Lausanne Congress , was 
elected chairman of the Continuation 
Commit tee until its next meeting early in 
1976. 
Billy Graham accepted the committee 's 
invitation to serve as honorary chairman 
of a Consultative Council of world evan-
gelicals. 
Time magazine saw the appointment of 
the Rev. Mr. Osei-Mensah, former sales 
engineer with Mobil Oil in Ghana, as 
underscoring the importance of Third 
World churches in the Lausanne move-
ment. 
Dr. Graham, noting that more than 200 
Af r i can , Asian and Lat in A m e r i c a n 
boards are now sending out missionaries of 
their own, observed: " I t is our oppor-
tunity to help these new societies to 
channel missionaries into countries where 
we as Westerners cannot now go . . . We 
must capitalize on the spirit of unrest and 
change throughout the world." 
The honorary chairman reminded his 
fellow committee members: "Jesus Christ 
was not a Westerner ." 
Ford's Stand On CIA "Interventions" 
Hit By Christian Mission Aides 
Representatives of 16 Protestant and 
Roman Catholic mission-related agencies 
strongly criticized President Ford for 
trying to justify CIA interventions in Chile 
and elsewhere, terming such interventions 
" immora l and indefensible" and "blatant-
ly incompatible with the ideals we hold as 
Americans and as Chris t ians ." 
They called for a disclosure of the CIA ' s 
past and present "corpora te act ions," the 
termination of all future CIA interven-
tions, and the "prosecution of any (per-
sons) who may have perjured themselves 
regarding C I A activities." 
7 
I 
How to "unlock" the talents and 
energies of Christians in the local 
congregation? 
How to minister in love and com-
passion to those in the local com-
munity? 
One approach is to develop 
"congregational" voluntary ser-
vice—a tellowshipping com-
munity sharing its members for 
significant amounts of time in 





The fifth month of the Home Ser-
vices program is over and the days 
ahead seem to promise new excite-
Lyle Myers works every other week in the 
Home Services program. He has an arrangement 
with his employer at a paint manufactur-
ing/retail plant to work only every other week 
there. 
One morning after a snow, Lyle was shoveling 
the snow from the sidewalk of an elderly widow. 
A man asked him why he was doing it, and Lyle 
replied that Jesus wants His people to live this 
way. The man (an alcoholic, but sober at the 
time) shook his head. He didn't quite under-
stand. 
an extension church grapples 
with developing effective local 
ministries. One of the results . 
ment as God continues to use our 
talents to honor Him. In reflection on 
the past months, I want to share with 
you some of the work we have done 
and tell of those we have worked with. 
One young man, about thirty years 
old (let's call him Jack) was referred to 
us by one of the members of the 
church who works at Second Start . He 
needed to have a window replaced and 
could not do it for himself. We put the 
window in for him and talked with him 
for about two hours longer. He opened 
up and told us much of his personal 
life — it was evident that he needed a 
friend to talk to. 
He lives alone with very few friends 
or relatives in the area. His widowed 
mother lives some distance away. Jack 
experiences both physical and emo-
tional difficulties. He has been hos-
pitalized several times and is presently 
unemployed and receiving disability 
payments. He has a severe problem 
with his eyes, is legally blind, but sees 
well enough to get around. 
Since our first contact with him, he 
moved from uptown Harrisburg to an-
other place on the Allison Hill. At his 
new home we have done a number of 
things. We moved a gas range and in-
stalled a medicine cabinet, built and 
installed some kitchen shelves, in-
stalled some new counter tops, and a 
number of small repairs such as trim-
ming doors, fixing a latch, patching 
the roof and putting up coat hangers. 
We have had some good conversa-
tions and there have been times of 
spiritual uplifting. Jack is a Christian 
and has not found the kind of fellow-
ship he needs at the church he present-
ly attends. He has expressed interest in 
visiting our congregation but as yet 
has not. He does not seem to be at 
peace within himself but he continues 
to search. Pray that God will lead him, 
and that he will submit himself to 
God 's Spirit. 
Another home in which we have 
been is that of an elderly couple. This 
couple lives about two blocks from the 
Richard Heisey is Program Coordinator for the 
Home Services program, working in the area 
around the Bellevue Park Church. 
church building and are neighbors of 
several church families. In September 
we began our contact with them by re-
pairing the back porch rail and paint-
ing the entire porch. Since then we 
have done a number of small repair 
items in their home. Among them 
have been the replacement of a light 
switch, fastening the hinges of the 
front door, repairing a lamp, repair-
ing and painting the back cellar door 
and replacement of some window 
weight ropes. They have been very 
gra te fu l because they cannot get 
around to do any of these repairs. 
They have expressed thankfulness to 
the church for providing this service 
and have told others about it. 
These are typical contacts. We have 
had many and there are more coming. 
Pray that we will be faithful servants 
and that our lives will show forth the 
kingdom of God present in the world 
now. 
—Rich Heisey 




"George" and " J a n e " are a middle-
aged couple living in a low-income 
neighborhood in Harrisburg. Their 
only income is George's disability pen-
sion. One evening in November we 
were out on our team evangelism min-
istry seeking some persons to visit 
with. We tried several homes where we 
had some kind of contact before, but 
no one was home. Now what? One of 
the team members who works in a 
social welfare agency recalled a con-
tact with this couple. We decided to 
pay them a visit. 
Jane was very receptive to the 
Gospel message. We warned her that 
following Christ is not a life of ease, 
but rather of self-denial and service. 
She must count the cost, we told her, 
just as Jesus had told many who were 
eager to follow Him. She still wanted 
to accept Christ, to repent of her sin, 
to trust Christ alone for her salvation, 
and to seek the new life in His power. 
We prayed together and Jane made a 
profession of faith. We all praised 
God! 
Since then I have visited George and 
Jane about once a week. Newborn 
babes in Chris t do not generally 
mature by themselves. Even for new 
Christians who are followed up and 
discipled, the road to maturity is often 
very rocky. So it has been for Jane. 
The picture is complicated by the 
fact that George was once a Chris-
tian. He still knows his Bible quite 
well, but for some reason became a 
backslider before he met and married 
Jane. Furthermore, both of them have 
considerable physical problems and 
therefore have not been attending 
church and becoming part of our 
fellowship. This is extremely un-
fortunate, because we are called to be 
a part of the people of God, the body 
of Christ, rather than to an isolated 
Christian life. Growth is much more 
difficult outside of the body of Christ. 
Still, there has been some progress 
for both of them, and it is our prayer 
that they can be eventually brought 
into the fellowship of the church. 
" A l " is a black teenager (13) who 
accepted Christ at a Christian soul 
Bob Vroon has helped develop the congregation's library, which is a tool of community evangelism. 
The Junior Missionary Prayer Band is 
helping to make the Harrisburg Com-
munity Ministries project possible. 
Calling it the "Jerusalem/Judea Pro-
ject ," J M P B is raising $2,500 towards 
the living costs and materials for the 
"Harr isburg missionaries" for 1974-75. 
For more information, contact Miss 
Ruth Keller, Dallas Center , Iowa 
50063. 
concert — we organized a group trip 
to the program. Since Al had been 
attending Sunday school at another 
church, I asked M a r y , who has 
worked with him in their club pro-
gram, to work with him in follow-up. 
We attempt to supply appropriate 
materials designed to help new Chris-
tians in their early teens to grow in 
Christ. Al has been reading the ma-
terials and has come to Mary with 
questions on them. He has continued 
attendance at Sunday school and 
church. 
Yet Al has many serious problems. 
He lives with relatives because his 
parents didn't want him. He lives in a 
very poor part of town. He suffers 
from feelings of insecurity, of being 
unwanted, and of inferiority to other 
teenagers. Somehow we must show 
him that God loves him deeply, wants 
him, and sees him as being fully equal 
to other teens. 
Al is not easy to communicate with. 
He is very sensitive, and can be very 
moody. Even those who know him 
well have a hard time understanding 
him. Please be in prayer for those who 
work with Al. And especially pray for 
Al, that he will come to know the joy 





T h e B o a r d of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , in i ts 
w i n t e r m e e t i n g , a p p r o v e d a r e q u e s t 
f r o m the B o a r d fo r M i s s i o n s to in-
c r e a s e t h e 1975 M i s s i o n s b u d g e t 
f r o m $ 5 2 0 , 0 0 0 to $ 5 3 0 , 0 0 0 . 
T h e in i t ia l f i g u r e o f $ 5 2 0 , 0 0 0 h a d 
b e e n a p p r o v e d at t h e 1974 G e n e r a l 
C o n f e r e n c e . T h e n e w a m o u n t o f 
$ 5 3 0 , 0 0 0 r e p r e s e n t s a n i n c r e a s e of 
8 % ove r t h e 1974 b u d g e t . 
T h i s i n c r e a s e w a s n e c e s s a r y a n d 
j u s t i f i e d in l i gh t of t h e i n f l a t i o n a r y 
t r e n d . 
A . M . C l i m e n h a g a 
S e c r e t a r y 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e 
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It's 
Coffee Time 
Mary prepares the Sunday snack trays with the help of the pastor's daughter. (Photo by Bill Hoke) 
Mary Hoke, 
Allahabad Bible Seminary 
A F T E R the Sunday morning 
service, as we gather outside the 
church to greet one another, we fre-
quently meet newcomers and those 
who are new in the faith. Some of 
these are visitors to Allahabad, some 
are inquirers, and some are Chris-
tians scattered throughout the city 
who are hungry for Christian fellow-
ship. Some of them have friends in the 
Seminary f rom their home area or 
state. They have received rich soul 
food through the message of Pastor 
Lucas, but to encourage and enrich 
each other, we invite some of them in 
for coffee. 
This morning there were twenty-
two. As I placed things on the snack 
trays, I peeked twice through the cur-
tains to recheck the number of guests. 
A student may have brought a friend 
or the pastor and his assistant may 
have come, bringing someone they felt 
needed the encouragement of such a 
get-together. They know that they are 
always welcome, whether they have 
been personally spoken to or not. 
This morning, as we were finishing 
our coffee, the assistant pastor said 
Mrs. Masiah (a first-time guest) would 
like to sing a song. She was ready and 
reached under her jacket and pulled 
out a folded paper with the words. It 
was in Punjabi and so all of us could 
not completely understand. Mr . Singh 
gave the interpretation and led in 
prayer. Then M r . Masiah asked if he 
could give his testimony. 
Bill was sitting beside another new-
comer, an army Subadar , who had 
been in the city for only three weeks. 
While having their coffee, he had 
shared part of his testimony, so Bill 
asked him if he'd like to tell the whole 
group. 
It was an amazing story. He had 
been a south India Brahman (a very 
high caste)! Earlier in his life he was 
given a Bible, but he tore out the pages 
and kept only the lovely cover. Later 
someone gave him a tract entitled 
"Where will you go when you die?" 
Without reading it he threw it away. 
Another time he attended a meeting in 
Bombay. At this meeting he saw in-
10 
dividuals being healed. The text, 
"Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is 
the same," remained with him. Later 
he became very ill, and as he was ad-
mitted to the hospital, the doctors told 
him that he had only two months to 
live. During this illness he remem-
bered the text and one night he prayed, 
" I f you are the only true God, heal 
me." God heard and answered his 
prayer. For over three years he has 
been faithfully following Christ. 
(As he spoke, across the room a 
bright-eyed Hindu lad, a college 
W H A T a joy it was to have a large 
number of Brethren in Christ attend 
the Church Growth Seminar held at 
the Allahabad Bible Seminary. Fifteen 
of us shared in the inspiration and 
challenge of hearing Dr . Donald 
McGavran (Fuller) and others give in-
sights on church growth in India and 
around the world. (Jim Cober from 
Purnea and my wife and I are not 
shown on the picture above.) 
It was a unique privilege to present 
living witnesses of what God has done 
senior, was intently listening. He has 
been coming to services with one of 
the new converts for several months.) 
Then Bill gave special thanksgiving 
to God for the return of one of our 
group. She had been detained at the 
home of her Hindu relatives for three 
months, having gone there on a visit, 
and only got their permission to return 
to her husband this past week. We 
thank God for answering prayer and 
the encouragement and strengthening 
which He gives as we share what He 
had done with one another. 
and is doing in the Brethren in Christ 
Church in North Bihar when I spoke 
on "Vigorous Church Growth in 
Bihar" on Sunday afternoon. The 
people pictured above were seated on 
the platform. These people represent 
three kinds of church growth. A few 
are examples of biological growth 
(from Christian families), two are by 
transfer growth (from other churches), 
but most of them are by conversion 
growth (from a non-Christian back-
to page fourteen 
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Church Growth Seminar 
Allahabad Bible Seminary 
William R. Hoke, Principal 
Allahabad Bible Seminary 
Pulpit and Pew 
t( Cast me not off in the time of old aQe 
o U N D A Y morning. I glanced at my 
watch as I got into Ken Meinsma's 
car. It was 9:20. We were just a few 
minutes late. "Let ' s go , " I said. 
"We' l l get there in t ime if we don' t get 
caught by a t ra in!" Ken chuckled and 
away we went. 
A few minutes later we pulled up at 
Resthave Retirement and Nursing 
Home. As we walked in we were 
greeted by several residents who were 
waiting to be picked up for church or 
visits with their families. 
We walked quickly: one right turn, 
down a long hall, through double 
doors, past the nurses' station ( "We 
thought we'd have to t ake over 
today," they teased), and into a room 
marked, "Physical Therapy." Today 
it would be used for spiritual therapy. 
Crowded into the oblong room were 
17 ladies, and one brave man, all very 
happy to see us. After exchanging 
greetings I remarked, " I f this class 
gets any larger, we will have to knock 
a wall out!" They thought that was 
h i l a r i o u s ! T h e R e s t h a v e S u n d a y 
school class, an extension of the Mor-
rison Brethren in Chr is t Sunday 
school, had begun. 
Ken distributes large print Gideon 
Bibles, while I take roll and tease 
some of the ladies, laughing at myself 
for not remembering all the names. 
"Le t ' s sing today," and we start in 
with, "God Is So Good . " Af ter several 
verses we turn to " W h a t a Friend We 
Have in Jesus," share needs, and pray. 
Following prayer, I turn the class 
over to Ken for the Bible lesson. We 
are studying James, this week focus-
ing on the right use of the tongue. 
Many of the ladies still have good eyes 
and take turns reading the verses. The 
discussion cannot be termed lively, but 
is good, with many excellent insights 
shared. Within the class are ladies who 
have taught Sunday school, a former 
college teacher, a former pastor 's wife, 
and just a lot of beautiful people who 
are rich in life's experiences and in the 
knowledge of God. 
The writer is the pastor of the Morrison 
(Illinois) Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Dorance D. Calhoun 
We are not sure how much some 
actually get out of the class, except a 
chance to be in a lively group. It is sur-
prising, though, how well even an 
aging mind works when running over 
familiar territory, even if yesterday's 
events are hazy. 
Before we know it forty minutes 
have passed. We will have to close 
quickly in order to get back to church 
in time for worship. An invitation is 
extended to any who are able and want 
to come to church with us. It 's a 
pleasant day, so we have two takers. 
We leave mid, "Thank-you," and 
"See you next Sunday." 
A few minutes later we are back at 
the church. Our head usher, George 
Conner, comes out and begins helping 
the ladies up the steps and into the 
church. They find their places as the 
service begins, complete with special 
pillows, thoughtfully made by Elsie 
Gramm. They are now ready to share 
in worship with our church family. 
Archie Heer begins to lead us in our 
opening hymn, and my mind goes 
back to our retreat last fall when the 
nursing home ministry began. During 
one of the sessions, at the request of 
our leader, John Arthur Brubaker, we 
listed our congregational assets. We 
then turned our attention to areas of 
known need in our church and com-
munity life, with the hope of being 
able to match assets and needs. 
The Holy Spirit used Ralyn Con-
ner, a teenage girl who works part-
time at Resthave, to focus our atten-
tion on the spiritual and social needs 
of the residents. In later discussion 
and sharing, the Spirit confirmed in 
our minds that this was an area in 
which we should get involved. There 
was a remarkable sense of unity in the 
group about this. Besides, of the 
several areas of need that we talked 
about, this was one that we had the 
assets to do something about. 
After the retreat our next step was 
to contact the administrator and ac-
tivities director of the home. We had 
in mind providing transportation to 
our Sunday morning worship, and /o r 
starting a Sunday morning Sunday 
PSALM 71:9 
school class in the home, in that order. 
We did not know if anyone else had 
tried anything like this, nor if the 
home would be remotely interested. 
We were graciously given permis-
sion to take to church any of tne resi-
dents who were able and willing to go. 
But, to our surprise, both the admin-
istrator and the activities director were 
very excited about the prospect of a 
Sunday morning Sunday school class. 
Religious services were being con-
ducted on Sunday evenings by tne area 
churches on a rotating basis, and there 
were other religious activities during 
the week, but no one had ever tried a 
Sunday morning class. 
A poll was taken to be sure of 
interest among the residents, and we 
began to pray about a teacher. We en-
visioned an Antioch situation where 
the Holy Spirit would say, "Separa te 
unto me . . . so and so . . . for the min-
istry at Resthave." We wanted some-
one who felt called to this ministry. 
The Lord did not communicate that 
clearly to us, and we "set t led" for Ken 
Meinsma, one of several who were 
willing to try it and see what hap-
pened. He has done a good job and is 
well liked. Thank God for willing lay 
people who respond to a need even 
without a definite call from the Lord! 
The results have been gratifying. 
Every indication confirms that the 
class is rewarding and helpful to the 
residents who attend. It has been re-
warding to our church as an outlet. It 
has resulted in new contacts in the 
community, and incidentally has given 
us some good "press ." Basic to all of 
these considerations, however, is the 
awareness that God opened a door for 
us and we entered an area of service. 
The hymn ends and I snap my atten-
tion back to the business at hand: 
leading our church in the worship of 
God. 
T h e service soon ends. Sunday 
morning is nearly over. Many in our 
church family go out of their way to 
greet our "visitors" and encourage 
them to return. Our ministry does not 
stop on Sunday morning, however. 
to page fourteen 
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J E S U S is in my tummy!" J immy 
beamed, and confidently patted his 
stomach. A bright three-year-old, he 
was proud that he knew exactly where 
Jesus was supposed to be. His state-
ment rang with authority. 
Timmy was completely unaware 
that he had named the wrong internal 
organ or that his reply revealed his 
lack of understanding. His mistake 
may seem humorous to parents and 
teachers. But it raises some serious 
questions. 
What if T immy had used the ac-
ceptable words and said, "Jesus is in 
my heart"? Could the correct answer 
be considered reliable evidence that 
Timmy understood the meaning of his 
words? Would referring to the right 
organ have indicated to his teacner 
that he really was indwelt by the living 
Spirit of Christ and was indeed a born-
again Christian believer? 
Every parent and teacher who is 
concerned with a child's spiritual de-
velopment must face these questions. 
How can the gospel be made under-
standable to a young child? When is a 
child ready to accept Christ as per-
sonal Savior? How can Christian 
adults prepare a child for a valid per-
sonal commitment to Jesus? What are 
the steps to follow in leading a child to 
Christ? 
To answer these questions, con-
sider T i m m y ' s s t a t ement . T immy 
clearly, demonstrated an important 
characteristic of young children which 
makes it difficult to determine their 
understanding. Like all young chil-
dren, he uses the words he has heard 
adults use. However, a child often 
simply repeats the words without any 
regard for their meaning or context. 
Children reveal their lack of under-
standing when they seem to use words 
in a totally meaningless way. And they 
appear to be unperturbed with this 
state of affairs! 
The young child, a beginner at the 
g a m e of communica t ion , actually 
needs to be skilled at ignoring many 
rules of language. He cannot stop and 
ask the definition of every unfamiliar 
word or phrase. When adults accept a 
child's statement, he sees no need to 
question whether his words made 
sense. Timmy was oblivious to the in-
congruity of what he had said. He had 
given an answer. That was all that 
mattered to him. 
Timmy also demonstrated that a 
young child thinks literally, a serious 
problem in understanding spiritual 
truth. The symbolic statement of let-
ting Jesus into the heart had captured 
This article was reprinted by permission from 
November issue of M o o d y M o n t h l y . Copyright 
1974, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 
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C h i l d r e n a n d c o n v e r s i o n is a n i ssue tha t is b e i n g d i s -
c u s s e d i n c r e a s i n g l y a m o n g t he B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t . 
Pa r t of o u r d i s c u s s i o n a r i ses f r o m o u r be l i eve rs ' 
c h u r c h he r i t age . W e u n d e r s t a n d c o n v e r s i o n as b e i n g 
m o r e t h a n m e r e assen t . W e see c o n v e r s i o n as a vo l -
u n t a r y c h o i c e tha t , t h r o u g h G o d ' s g r a c e , is l i fe-
t r a n s f o r m i n g a n d resu l t s in a w a l k of d i s c i p l e s h i p . 
T h u s , at w h a t po in t is a c h i l d r e a d y to e x p e r i e n c e 
t h i s r a d i c a l c h a n g e . H o w c a n t h e c h u r c h p r e p a r e 
c h i l d r e n fo r a va l i d p e r s o n a l c o m m i t m e n t to 
J e s u s ? T h e f o l l o w i n g ar t i c le , by an e d i t o r of 
G o s p e l L igh t P u b l i c a t i o n s , d i s c u s s e s s o m e of 
t h e s e issues. Hope fu l l y , t h i s a r t i c le w i l l b e g i n a d i a l o g u e 
a b o u t th is c o n c e r n . C o m m e n t s or rep l i es to th i s a r t i c le a re e n c o u r a g e d . 
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his interest. However, he was able to 
conceive only of the physical organ. 
Timmy is not unique. A young 
child's thinking is limited by the 
physical experiences he has had. Many 
children are greatly disturbed by the 
idea of having Jesus in their heart. 
" H o w can He get so small?" "Does it 
hurt?" " D o I have to swallow Him?" 
These are common questions among 
young children for whom symbolism 
and abstractions distort, rather than 
aid, understanding. 
Could Timmy, even with his limited 
understanding, experience a valid con-
version? Must a person fully compre-
hend the meaning and process of 
salvation in order to experience it? 
In considering these questions, we 
must take into account that all scrip-
tural records of conversion deal with 
adults, not children. Although theo-
logians disagree about the exact 
knowledge a person must have in 
order to become a Christian, some 
understanding of who Jesus is, His 
message and man's need for forgive-
ness would seem to be essential. 
God is willing to meet an individual 
at any level of understanding. And 
perhaps no new convert fully under-
stands his new relationship with God. 
Yet children are not adults. We must 
be aware of children as children when 
seeking to lead them to Christ. 
Children differ from adults in more 
than physical size or lack of experi-
ence. For one thing, children cannot 
make valid major decisions. A child 
may choose his brand of breakfast 
cereal or the television channel to 
watch. But the major decisions such as 
where he will live and where he will go 
to school are imposed upon him by 
parents and society. 
The decisions the child makes are 
immediate and temporary. When he 
does confront long term goals, such as 
college, career or marriage, he is more 
in the realm of imagination than prac-
tical reality. When a nine-year-old an-
nounces his ambition to become a 
major league baseball player, his 
parents don't dash to buy season 
tickets. Neither do they rush to cancel 
the insurance policy bought to pay his 
college tuition. 
Likewise, when a six-year-old girl 
declares she intends to marry the teen-
age boy next door, her parents do not 
prepare for the ceremony or try to 
convince her it could never work. 
Adults accept these childish fancies 
for what they are: a child's efforts to 
imagine what it will be like to be an 
adult. Although these decisions are 
not binding on the child's future, they 
help build maturity for such major 
choices. 
How significant then is the child's 
"decision for Christ"? Is the child, 
whose choices consist of minor deci-
sions and future imagining, ready to 
decide that he will become a disciple of 
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Jesus? Is committing a life to Christ 
easier than choosing a career? 
Children are more easily influenced 
than are adults. The child, beginning 
in infancy, craves love and accept-
ance. He desperately wants to please 
his parents, teachers and friends. He 
will often endure amazing hardships 
for even a small amount of recogni-
tion. He longs for adult approval. In 
fact, his very survival depends on it. 
The child cannot fend for himself, thus 
he has no adequate defense against 
re ject ion. This intense motivat ion 
often overpowers other factors in a 
child's thinking and actions. His desire 
to please is frequently the reason for 
his response, regardless of the adult 's 
intention. 
When a child responds to an invita-
tion to become a Christian, how much 
of the motive is his desire to please the 
one who is asking? Is the child truly 
being drawn to Christ, or is he merely 
doing what the other children are 
doing? Each adult who guides a child's 
spiritual development must consider 
this possibility. 
One other distinction between chil-
dren and adults needs to be men-
tioned here. Adults are morally re-
sponsible for their actions, while a 
child's level of accountability is at best 
unclear. When can a child be held re-
sponsible for his behavior? When can a 
child be considered in control of his 
own destiny? 
Is the two-year-old accountable for 
his actions when he reaches for a for-
bidden object while looking furtively 
around the room? Would he seem 
more guilty if he were muttering "No , 
no" or " M o m m y spank" while pro-
ceeding to grab the object? A child 
may recognize that something is for-
bidden and yet not understand that it 
is wrong and sinful. Being able to re-
call that he is likely to be punished for 
an action cannot be the same as having 
arrived at being accountable for his 
eternal soul. 
One Sunday school teacher dis-
covered a child's level of thinking 
when she asked how many children 
wanted to go to heaven. Everyone re-
plied in the affirmative, except one 
child who explained, "I have to go 
straight home after Sunday school. I 
won't have time to go to heaven." This 
child was not free to decide her after-
noon. Could she really be expected to 
decide her eternity? For the child to 
arrive at the point of accountability, 
he needs to have many appropriate op-
portunities to make decisions in the 
routine affairs of his life. 
For all of these reasons, parents and 
teachers should be careful not to push 
preschool and early elementary chil-
dren into decisions for Christ that may 
not be real. A superficial decision can 
make the child immune to the real 
thing. As he grows, he may have false 
assurance that all his issues were set-
tled long ago. 
How then should parents go about 
guiding a child to a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ? Surely the 
Savior who enjoyed the presence of 
children must be concerned that 
youngsters learn to love Him today. 
The most important thing a parent can 
do for a child's spiritual life is to care-
fully nurture a consistent walk with 
Christ, building awareness of God's 
presence in every affair of living. 
When Jesus interrupted an adult 
meeting to take time for little chil-
dren, He did not lecture them. He 
loved them. He understood the child's 
limited ability to use words, so rather 
than talking about God's love, He 
demonst ra te! it. 
Parents who want their child to re-
spond to Jesus' love must start by 
building an atmosphere of Christlike 
love within the home. This atmos-
phere is built by the parents' feelings 
of affection, their respect for the child 
as a person of value, their focusing at-
tention on things of interest to the 
child and their honesty in expressing 
and accepting feelings. 
These loving behaviors need, then, 
to be related to God's love. In order 
for God to become personally sig-
nificant in the child's life, he needs to 
hear conversation about God right in 
the midst of his activities. One father 
made it a point at all prayer times to 
always thank God specifically for his 
wife and children, mentioning each by 
name with reference to a particular 
thing he appreciated about each one. 
How fortunate the child who hears her 
daddy tell God about how good her 
hand felt in his while they walked 
around the block before dinner. 
Any attempt to lead a child to 
Christ must be backed by repeated 
demonstrations of Christ-like love. 
Words without concrete experiences 
leave the child easily susceptible to 
misunderstanding. 
On the way home from church one 
day Karen announced that her Sun-
day school teacher had told her to 
"ask Jesus into my heart ." Her father 
wanted to determine if his seven-year-
old daughter understood this action, 
but did not want to put her on the de-
fensive. 
"Wha t did you say when she asked 
you that?" he asked. 
"Well, she talked to Jesus and we 
said it after her," Karen replied. 
Dad asked, " D o you remember 
what you said in the prayer?" 
"I forgot. Oh, we said we loved 
Jesus." 
"Karen, tell me two things about 
Jesus that you love." 
Karen thought a moment, then said, 
" H e was kind and He's my friend." 
Dad smiled. "Those are really good 
reasons, Karen. Can you think of any 
others?" Karen mentioned two Bible 
incidents, then added, "And He takes 
care of me." 
"Karen, I 'm really glad that you 
love Jesus. I love Him very much." As 
he said this, Dad turned the car into 
the driveway. After stopping, Dad 
bowed his head. "Dea r God, I am very 
glad that Karen loves Jesus. And I 'm 
very glad that Jesus loves us. Amen." 
Dad asked Karen if she would like 
to talk some more before dinner. She 
was still interested, so they sat to-
gether on the couch. Karen was able to 
answer some more factual questions 
about Jesus. Each time her dad com-
plimented her for a good answer. 
However, when questioned about her 
own personal relationship to Jesus, 
Karen either became vague or else 
gave an answer which a further ques-
to page fourteen 
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C H U R C H GROWTH SEMINAR 
f rom p^ge ten 
ground.) We give God the glory for the 
great things He has done and is con-
tinuing to do. 
Also sharing inspiration of what 
God is doing in India these days in this 
Church Growth Seminar were several 
Operation Mobilization team mem-
bers working in the Ut ta r Pradesh 
"Reach UP '74" program. Four of 
them are now with the Lord, having 
b e e n k i l l e d in Y u g o s l a v i a on 
December 12, 1974. They were en-
route home for Chris tmas when they 
had a head-on collison with a truck. 
Pray for the two others who were in-
jured, and pray that God may use the 
example of those dedicated lives to call 
many other youth to a full commit-
ment for Him. 
Brethren in Christ in attendance at the Church Growth Seminar: (left to right) *Bijoy K. Roul, Rev. 
Patras Hembrome, *Munshi Marandi, Luke Murmu, Harun Moses, *Shohan Lai Bara, *Rev. 
Surrendra Roy, Stephen Marandi, 'Barnabas Minz, Philip Murmu, Sumi Murmu and Dina Marandi. 
The * denotes brethren having training at Allahabad Bible Seminary. The two ladies have had 
training at Kalvari Bible School here in Allahabad. (Photo by Bill Hoke) 
tion indicated she did not understand 
her answer. 
Whenever Karen had trouble with a 
question, her dad would supply the 
answer. Then he would ask, " I s that a 
good answer?" 1 He thus accepted the 
responsibility to make the answer 
clear rather than for her to be able to 
understand. 
When it was time to eat, Dad again 
asked if she wanted to continue talk-
ing, but she had had enough. He com-
mented on her love for Jesus, but was 
careful not to label her responses as 
anything more than that. At no time 
did he imply her prayer in Sunday 
school was inadequate. He simply ac-
cepted her statements at face value 
and spent his efforts in focusing posi-
tively on areas she did understand. 
In dealing with Karen, her dad was 
trying to follow seven basic principles 
in talking to a child about salvation. 
First, as a parent, he was able to 
work with her individually. Seeking to 
lead groups of children to Christ leave 
too many opportunities for superficial 
responses. 
Second, he avoided pressure for re-
sponse. He did not hesitate to clearly 
state his own convictions and to show 
his pleasure when she gave a correct 
answer. However, he scrupulously re-
frained from using her desire to please 
him as a means of getting her to make 
a decision for which he felt she was not 
ready. 
Third, he asked questions, focusing 
first on factual matters, then seeking 
to find her level of comprehension. As 
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much as possible, he avoided inter-
rogating her. Questions that begin, 
" W h a t do you think . . . ," "How 
would you feel . . . , " or "Tell me 
about . . ." tend to minimize fears of a 
wrong answer. 
F o u r t h , K a r e n ' s in te res t was 
allowed to be the gauge for the con-
versation. The questions he asked were 
not part of a standard quiz or planned 
outline, but were each a follow-up to 
something she had just said. 
When Karen's interest shifted to 
dinner, her dad wisely deferred con-
tinuing the discussion until a later 
time. Many excellent parent-child dis-
cussions lose their charm when par-
ents persist after the child's interest 
had diminished. 
Fifth, he did not put an adult label 
on a child-level response. Karen's 
statements were accepted at face value 
and not disputed, but neither were 
they made out to be something she did 
not yet understand. This left the door 
open for future conversations about 
the same matter. 
Then Karen's father realized her 
spiritual life would require continued 
guidance and could not be limited to a 
single discussion or decision. His ma-
jor concern was to establish good com-
munication with his daughter so she 
would enjoy talking to him about 
spiritual concerns. He wanted to avoid 
the common trap of parents and 
teachers who work to bring a child to a 
moment of decision, then assume 
everything is settled. 
Finally, Karen's dad consistently 
prayed for her spiritual life, asking the 
Holy Spirit to make him sensitive in 
his role as her spiritual guide. He rec-
ognized that his daughter is a unique-
ly special person, created and loved by 
God. Thus, God alone knows the way 
and the time that is best for her to find 
Him. He was convinced that, as her 
father, helping her find God is far too 
important a job to rush. His awesome 
yet exciting responsibility is to live 
close enough to both his God and his 
daughter to help her find Jesus as her 
truest and most lasting friend. 
"CAST ME NOT O F F . . . " 
from page eleven 
Through the effort of a few our entire 
church has been made aware of people 
in need, and there is growing concern 
that we try to meet those needs in the 
name of Christ. 
Some will ask, " H a s all this effort 
resulted in church growth? New con-
verts?" To which we have to admit, 
" N o t that we know . . . , yet ." We 
have a conviction about this: unselfish 
min i s t ry will p r o b a b l y resu l t in 
numerical growth somewhere down 
the line. If not, so be it. Christ called 
us to serve, not to be "successful" at 
any cost. 
In the meantime we are learning 
new lessons in what it means to be a 
ministering group of people. Our 
prayer is that we will be obedient as 
new doors of service open to us. 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
C HURC H NEWS 
from page six Saturday, Jan. 25, by King David, popular gospel singer from Kanofado, Kansas A 
fellowship meal was also held. Rev 
Charles A. Norman is the pastor. 
Pacific 
Rev. and Mrs. Jerel Book were installed as pastor and wife of the Ontario c o S gregation on Sunday, Mar. 2. The former pastor was Rev. Aaron Stern 
Leister-Cleveland: S u s a n M a r i e 
c K nH ° ' ? e V - a n d M r s - Emment Cleveland, F.shertown, P a „ and Daniel Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs Elwood 
Leister. Bedford, Pa., Jan. 11, in the St 
L u k e s Reformed C h u r c h Fishertown with father of the bride and Rev. Lloyd Melhorn, Jr., officiating. y 
Obituaries 
sion, share from his recent visit to the mis-sion work in Nicaragua. 
Canadian 
eleven ® r i d l e w o o d congregation welcomed eleven persons into church membership on S u n d a y morning, Jan. 26. In the evening a baptismal service was held for ten persons The pastor is Rev. Elwood F l e w e N ™ 
Central 
The Christian Union congregation held a 
s a U r r v P r f o r C , e h e b r a t i 0 n f ° r ^ t h ann'ver sary for their pastor and wife, Rev. a „d Mrs. Marlin K. Ressler, on Sunday 
evening, Jan. 19. A program honoring the 
P r , e C e d , e d t h e Presentation o f g f t s 
from the church. On Sunday, Feb 2 he 
congregation observed Youth Sunday with 
special speakers. Charles Rife, Jr. , former 
s y peake r , r fo r t 0 t h a t ^ ^ ^ Z Z 
speaker tor the morning service. Arnold w , , . . 
Placencia, previously a gang leader save Weddings 
his testimony in the Afternoon service Mr ^ Z ' L T w W l e s e ™ i n g ' a 
Births 
Cober: Bradley Bruce, born Nov. 22 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Cober, Rosebank congregation, Ont. ^useoank 
C onion: Julie, born Dec. 24 to Mr and 
burg congregation. Pa. ecnanics 
Keefer: Scott Michael, born Jan. 9 to Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Keefer, J r Free Grace congregation. Pa. 
Kibler: Cecelia Yvonne, born Oct. 4 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Kibler, Manor congregation, Pa. ivianor 
15 to Mr. and Marvin Longanecker, Chino congregation, Calif. <='.v_nino 
Myers: Melissa Ann, born Jan 20 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Myers, FLMyers 
Ma., iron Springs congregation, Pa. 
Schopf: Carol Ann, born Dec 30 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Schopf, Manor congregation, Pa. P ivianor 
Sider: Carol Diana, born Jan. 11 to Mr 
t i n o d n M O n t S t a n S i d e r ' W a i n f l e e t 
Sider: Rochelle Lynn, born Oct 31 to Mr. and Mrs. Keith Sider, Speedwell Heights congregation. Pa. °Peeawen 
Zimmerman: Jennifer Lynn born Ian 
1 2 to M r . a n d M r s . C l a y t o n ' Z i m m e r m a n , ' Manor cong rega t i on . Pa. 
The Pomeroy Chapel congregation 
observed its anniversary on Sunday 8 Feb 
9. Dinner was served and an afternoon of 
K S S d ' T h e p a s t o r i s R e ° « 
Midwest 
A p r o g r a m of s ac red mus ic was 
presented ,„ the Rosebank Church on 
March 10,1975 
and Mrs r K a r e " J - d a u 8 h l c r of Mr. Dona M P G e o r S ° K ' l * . Lancaster, and 
heira Pa | S M A • D ° u n a l d S ' G r o f f - Man-heim. Pa., Jan. 4 in the Speedwell Heights 
officiating.*" ^ J ° h " 
L a k e - M e i s e r : S a n d r a Y v o n n e 
daughter of Mr. J. B. Meiser, Tipp Q t v ' 
Ohio, and Rodney Keith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Myron Lake, Harrison, Ohio, Jan 
' 8 . in the Firs t Chr i s t i an C h u r c h 
W U h R e V ' E l a m ° D ° h n e r 
Brumbaugh: Vernon J. Brumbaugh, age 
91. died Jan. 19, 1975, in the Wayne 
ried in 'fi reenville, Ohio. He was mar ! 
him in H F I ° u e n u C e K n e , s | y - w h o preceded 
Paul and 6 R l ^ " " T ^ b > f a u l and Ralph; one daughter, Mrs. Wil-Engle; ten grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren. A son, Clarence 
™ H h , m , l n d e a t h - H e attended the La, view Brethren ,n Christ Church where 
vears Th r S C h ° o 1 c l a s s f ° r 20 
years. The funeral service was held in the 
Salem Church of the Brethren with Rev 
Officiating 0 0 ^ ^ " i . k 
" ^ • ' C h a r l e s H. Deter, born Feb. I I , 
William , 9 7 5 " H g W a S t h e o f William and Margaret Deter who pre-ceded him in death. He is survived by Ms wife Catherine; a daughter, Mary; and a sonEugene^ He was a member of the Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church The funeral service was held in the New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. James Esh and Rev. J. Ralph Wenger officiating Interment was in the New Guilford Cemetery. 
Eyster: Gerald Willard Eyster, age 54 
died Jan. 31, 1975, in Chino General' 
Hospital, Chino. Calif. He is survived b y 
his wife Faye; his mother, Mrs. Harry 
Eyster; two sons: Wendell and Kevin- two 
daughters. Mrs. Wesley Lenhert and Mrs 
Marvin Longanecker; three grandchil-
dren; a sister, and three brothers. He was a 
member of the Chino Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was held 
with Rev. Robert Bushnell officiating En 
Mausoleum' " " i n t h e 
? R u f u ? McDaniel, born Jan. 
in t K ' " ) K E N ' U C K Y - D I E D J A N - 1975, in the Stouder Memorial Hospital, Trov 
daughte r 6 ! S h S U r V K i V e d u b y '^ree sons, two d a u g h t e r s , three brothers, and two sisters The funeral service was held in the Frings 
w a s , n t h e 
Myers: Melvin G. Myers, born April 
1 0 7 . ' 'U A , N T N M T W P - ^ e d J a n 17 
Hershev" p V ' ^ H M e d i c a l Center, HeTshey Pa. He was the son of Rev. and Mrs Charles A. Myers, Sr. He was 
A l S C ° r a H ° r S t M y e r s ' w h 0 sur-Also surviving are his mother- two sons. N e l s o n and Harold; one daughter Gladys; eight sisters; and two brothers He 
was a m e m b e r of the M o n t g o m e r y 
Brethren ,n Christ Church. T h e c a l 
service was held in the Montgomery 
R o v ' t V * I ' " ' M e , W n B o o s e aifd Rev , h 7 J e o f f i c , a t l " g - Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
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Between Brethren 
Lessons f r o m t h e R e c e s s i o n 
I n f l a t ion ! R e c e s s i o n ! U n e m p l o y m e n t ! D e b t ! W h e r e 
w i l l it a l l e n d ? O n l y a n e x t r e m e l y na i ve p e r s o n c o u l d 
h o n e s t l y say t ha t t h e U.S. is n o t in t h e m i d s t of a 
s e r i o u s e c o n o m i c d o w n t u r n . T h e e v e n i n g n e w s 
b r o a d c a s t r e m i n d s us e a c h d a y of t h e n e g a t i v e o u t -
l o o k fo r t h e f u t u r e . It s e e m s the ve r y v a l u e s a n d 
p o s s e s s i o n s m o s t p r i z e d j u s t a f ew y e a r s a g o a r e n o w 
f i g h t i n g d e s p e r a t e l y f o r su rv i va l in t h e e c o n o m i c 
t u r m o i l . W h a t c a n w e as C h r i s t i a n s l ea rn f r o m t h e 
r e c e s s i o n a n d i ts e f f e c t s o n o u r p e r s o n a l l i fes ty les , 
a n d w h a t s h o u l d o u r r e s p o n s e b e ? 
I b e l i e v e t ha t t h e f i r s t l e s s o n t o l e a r n is t ha t m a t e r i a l 
w e a l t h is n o t a t r u s t w o r t h y bas i s f o r s e c u r i t y . W e a re 
b e m o a n i n g t h e f ac t t ha t w e c a n n o t o b t a i n (o r k e e p ) as 
m u c h as w e w o u l d l i ke . In fac t , it is q u i t e p o s s i b l e tha t 
t h e l i f es ty les m a n y of us l ive w i l l n o t b e a b l e t o s u r v i v e 
a s e v e r e e c o n o m i c d e p r e s s i o n . T h e rea l i za t i on has 
c o m e tha t w e c a n n o l o n g e r re ly o n o u r m a t e r i a l 
w e a l t h t o s u p p l y o u r n e e d s . 
It is t i m e f o r a r a d i c a l r e a s s e s s m e n t of o u r 
e c o n o m i c va lues . A s C h r i s t i a n s t e w a r d s w e m u s t ac t 
r e s p o n s i b l y w i t h t ha t w h i c h w e h a v e b e e n e n t r u s t e d to 
use . C h r i s t h a s p r o m i s e d t o t h e m tha t s e e k f i r s t H is 
k i n g d o m t h a t a l l t h e i r n e e d s w i l l b e s u p p l i e d ( M a t t h e w 
6). W h y t h e n d o w e fea r a n e c o n o m i c r e c e s s i o n ? 
C o u l d it b e t h a t w e a r e t o o c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h 
p o s s e s s i o n s w h i c h w e f ea r G o d wi l l d e e m u n -
n e c e s s a r y f o r u s to u s e in t h e f u r t h e r a n c e of His 
k i n g d o m ? W e n e e d t o e a r n e s t l y s e e k G o d ' s d i r e c t i o n 
The writer is a student at Malone College, Canton, Ohio. He is a member 
of the Springfield Brethren in Christ Church. He and his wife are 
presently worshiping at the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio. 
in t h e r e - e v a l u a t i o n of o u r e c o n o m i c l i fes ty les . W e 
can , a n d m u s t , t r us t H i m , no t o u r s e l v e s or o u r 
c o u n t r y , f o r e c o n o m i c secu r i t y . 
T h e s e c o n d l e s s o n to l ea rn f r o m the p r e s e n t 
e c o n o m i c s i t ua t i on is t ha t o u r n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s d o no t 
have t h e a n s w e r s . Fa i th in g o v e r n m e n t has in-
c r e a s i n g l y d e c l i n e d in t h e pas t f e w m o n t h s . T o th i s I 
say a hea r t y " P r a i s e t h e L o r d ! " C a n w e h o n e s t l y 
e x p e c t u n r e g e n e r a t e m e n t o s o l v e p r o b l e m s c a u s e d 
by s in a n d g r e e d ? T h e w o r l d is o f f o n a t a n g e n t f r o m 
t h e wi l l of G o d , a n d to have fa i th in i ts ab i l i t y t o s o l v e 
i ts o w n p r o b l e m s is n o t h i n g s h o r t of i do la t r y . 
T h e t i m e has c o m e f o r C h r i s t i a n s to s t a n d u p in 
o p p o s i t i o n to t h e n o r m s of soc ie ty . W e a re t o l d in 
M a t t h e w 5 :14 -16 to b e b e a c o n s of l i gh t in a w o r l d of 
d a r k n e s s . Let us b e b o l d in p r o c l a i m i n g t h e G o o d 
N e w s of J e s u s C h r i s t to a los t w o r l d . W e m u s t d e c l a r e 
t o m a n t h e fu t i l i ty of h is m a n - m a d e a g r e e m e n t s t o 
b r i n g a b o u t p e a c e a n d secu r i t y . W e m u s t d e n o u n c e 
h i s a s s u r a n c e tha t he c a n so l ve h is o w n p r o b l e m s w i t h 
h is p e r s o n a l r e s o u r c e s a lone . A s C h r i s t i a n s , let us 
p r e s e n t to th is los t w o r l d a be t te r a l t e r n a t i v e — 
f o l l o w i n g C h r i s t a n d b e i n g s u b j e c t to H is L o r d s h i p in 
al l a r e a s of l i fe. On l y by d o i n g so c a n t r u e p e a c e a n d 
s e c u r i t y b e f o u n d . 
A s t he e f f ec t s of t h e r e c e s s i o n a n d i n f l a t i on t a k e 
the i r to l l o n o u r c o m f o r t a b l e s ty les of l i v ing , let us b e 
s l o w to g r u m b l e a b o u t o u r lot . Ra the r , let us t a k e 
c o u r a g e in o u r s e c u r i t y in C h r i s t J e s u s a n d p r o c l a i m 
His G o o d N e w s t o t h e w o r l d a r o u n d us w h i c h is 
s e a r c h i n g fo r t h e a n s w e r s . 
Bob Knapp 
